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Michael Brennan — University of Wisconsin-Madison/Graaskamp Center for Real Estate 
& Urban Land Economics - Keynote

Michael W. Brennan has served as Irgens Executive Director of the James A. Graaskamp Center for Real 
Estate since 2008. He is also a Co-Founder, Chairman, and Managing Principal of Brennan Investment 
Group. Prior to forming Brennan Investment Group, Mr. Brennan co-founded First Industrial Realty Trust 
(NYSE: FR) in 1994, and served as President, Chief Executive Officer and a member of the Board of Directors 
until late 2008. Under his direction, the company assisted many of the nation’s largest industrial real estate 
users in completing complex multi-market supply chain recon-figurations, and attracted investment 
partners including The Carlyle Group, the Kuwait Finance House, Union Bank of Switzerland, ING, and the 

California State Teachers’ Retirement System. Before joining First Industrial, Brennan was a President and Partner in The Shidler 
Group. He was also a founding investor of Tri-Net Property (NYSE: TRI) and Bermuda-based reinsurer CGA. Brennan earned his 
Bachelor’s degree in Finance from Notre Dame University. He currently serves on two boards: Pacific Office Properties (NYSE: 
PCE) and The Chicago Public Library Foundation. He also serves as a member of the Board of the Technical Committee for 
FIBRA Macquarie, a publicly traded company (BMV:FIBRAMQ) and premier owner of Mexican industrial and retail real estate.

Kyle Fink — Colliers International — Industrial
Kyle Fink  serves as a Real Estate Advisor within the Industrial Services Group at Colliers | Wisconsin. Kyle and 
his team specialize in developing and executing real estate solutions for occupiers and owners of industrial 
real estate. Since joining Colliers in 2017, Kyle has been involved in over one million square feet of real estate 
transactions across southeastern Wisconsin. Kyle was awarded Rookie of the Year in 2018, graduated from 
CARW’s NextGen Program in 2019, is a NAIOP Developing Leader with All Star Status, and has an active role in 
multiple commercial real estate organizations.

John Mazza— CBRE, Inc. — Office
John Mazza is a Vice President at CBRE specializing in office leasing and sales. John has been involved in the 
commercial real estate industry since 2000 and has extensive market knowledge. John represents both tenants 
and landlords, and guides his clients through the entire deal process, while performing his duties with the 
utmost integrity. He focuses on providing clients with outstanding customer service and enjoys learning all 
aspects of his client’s needs in order to strategize with them to accomplish their goals. While utilizing John’s 
strong work ethic, he is committed to searching for the right space or building to meet his client’s needs at the 
best terms available, or securing the right tenant or buyer for the available product.

Ross Koepsel  — Founders 3 — Retail
Ross Koepsel is a Principal and Retail Broker with Founders 3 since its inception in 2017. Previously, he was 
a partner at Commercial Property Associates, Inc., initially joining that firm in 2002. He has a wide range 
of experience in retail commercial real estate, including shopping center leasing, tenant representation, 
investment sales, new development and redevelopment projects, restaurant and vacant land sales, ground 
leases, property assemblages, lease renewal negotiations, relocations, and sale/disposition of excess real estate.

Stewart Wangard — Wangard — Residential
As Chairman / CEO and founder of Wangard Partners, Inc. and Wangard Advisors, LLC, Stewart Wangard has 
always maintained his vision of total commitment to the highest industry standards with every project and 
investment. Stewart has more than 40 years of commercial real estate experience in the Wisconsin, Illinois and 
Minnesota marketplaces.

In 1992, Stewart founded Wangard Partners, Inc. While quite active in suburban areas, Wangard Partners 
is inspired by a true passion for dramatically improving urban neighborhoods and fostering economic 

development. Wangard Partners’ strives to strengthen the heart of the communities that we serve. 

Wangard Partners’ developments encompass business parks as well as urban and suburban commercial, retail and multifamily 
facilities. Wangard Partners’ passion for community renewal is recognized by many peer groups including: the Wauwatosa 
Chamber of Commerce (2012 Regional Impact Award); The Daily Reporter (2012, 2016, 2017, 2018, and 2019 Developer of the Year 
Award); Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Wisconsin (2013 Hispanic Business of the Year and 2015 Excellence in Community 
Development Leadership Award); The Business Journal (Commercial Real Estate Awards and Central City Award) as well as 
State of Wisconsin WEDC’s Business Excellence (2015 Wisconsin Minority Outstanding Large Size Business).


